
To Hellifield And Back

Th e Ribb le Val ley Line, p ar t of the for mer
Lancashire & Yor kshire Railway system, runs from
Bla ckbu rn in Lancashire to a ju nction with the
for mer Midland route to Scotland, via the famous
Settle and Carlisle line, at Hellif ield in Nor th
Yorksh ire. Passenger serv ices between Bla ckbu rn
and Hell ifield were with drawn in Septemb er 1962.
In 1978 the platforms at Clitheroe were r einstated
for the Lancashire DalesRail services. In 1986 Ribble
Va lley Rai l wa s formed and ran highly successful
charter trains which raised pub lic awareness.With
skilful lobby in g and Local Au th ori ty su pport
(especially from Lancash ire Coun ty Counc il) RVR
su cceeded in persuad ing Reg iona l Ra ilways to

inst itute a summer Satur day Sh opper service between Preston and Clitheroe.
Its success resulted in the reb uild ing or r e-si ting of the plat forms at intermediate stations and the
reintr oduction o f a daily (hourly) passenger service between Manchester Vic toria and Clitheroe in May
1994.

The prev ious occasion wh en RVR was able to v ideo the wh ole o f the Ribb leVa lley Line from Blackb urn
to Hellifield was from an RVR-ch artered DMU on Sa turday 23 rd April 1988.

Since then, mu ch has changed - four rebu ilt stations, an hourly Manchester Victoria - Clitheroe passenger
ser vice, massive l ineside vegeta tion clear ance, and no ga s-ho lder at Cl ither oe.

Thi s video was shot on Sunday 17th Ju ly 2 005 from the fron t cab of unit No. 1564 21 which for med
1M47 (10.0 0 Preston - Carlisle) an d 1M51 (15.30 Carli sle - Preston) DalesRail servi ces.

A Canon MV750i dig ital camcord er was u sed with Maxell DVM60SE tap e an d mounted on a Jessops
T315 tripod.The longer waits at some stations and at signal DS12 have been pruned and the inclu sion

“To HellifieldAndBack”
Blackburn - Hellifie ld-Blackburn cab-ride DVD

More cop ies of t he re turn tri p fromBl ackb urn to H ellifield and back are now availab le.

Run ning time: 1 hour 30 minu tes. Price: £10 (+ £1 p p&p ). £9 (+ £1 p&p) to RVR Members.

DalesRail to Carlisle,and DalesRail Return

Origin ally produced for driver- training , the video footage was shot on Su nday 17th July 2005 from
the front cab of Un it No. 1564 21 which formed 1 M47 (10.00 Preston - Carlisle) and 1M51 (15 .30
Car lisle - P reston) Da lesRa il services.

Since that date, l arge sections of the Settle - Carli sle line have been upgr aded so tha t many of th e ESRs
and TSRs seen in th e DVDs have been removed and th e Ais Gill summit board h as been reinstated.
(Extr act from sleeve notes)

“DalesRail to Carlisle” and “DalesRail Return”
Hellifie ld- Carlisle 2-DVD set Carlisle -Hellifie ld

Ribb le Valley Rai l, i n co -operatio n wi th N orthern Rail and Virgi n Trains , has now pro duced a
second cab- ride DVD, thi s ti meo f the jou rney fro mHel lif i eld to Ca rlis le andreturn. Th is i s a 2-
DVD set “Dal esRail to Carlis le” and “DalesRa il Return” using thesame format as “ To Hel lifield
And Back”,except sp read o ver 2 d iscs t o main tain q uality. It is a view from the“ s econdman’s” seat
ofa DalesRai l unit, unadulte rated by backgrou nd music or voice-over.Selected lineside features are
indicated by sub-titles.

Over th e years, numerous cab -rid e vid eos of t he r ide over the S&C have been pro duced, b oth
profes sionally an d otherwise , but,as faras weare aware,onl y in the no rthbound di rection. Recorded
on thes ame D alesRail j ourney as “ To H ellifield A nd Back”, each disc lasts just under 2 h ours and
the set is good valu e at the price of £16 (+ £1 p&p ). £15 (+ £1 p&p) to RVR Members.

Cheque or Postal Order, made out to Ribble Valley Rail , with order to W.A.Briggs, 55 Bank Head Lane, Hoghton, PRESTON, PR5 0AB, (quoting RVR
membership number, if applicable). Please allow 28 days for delivery. They will also be available in the Tourist Information Centres at Clitheroe and
Blackburn, and in the cafe atHelli field station.

DalesRail to Carlisle
Hellifield to Carlisle

DalesRail Return
Carlisle to Hellifield

Why not purchase all three DVDs for the unbeat able price of £25 (+ £1 p&p),
(£23 + £1 p&p to RVR M embers)?


